Differential diagnosis of dementia and depression in the elderly using neuropsychological methods.
This study examined the utility of the Halstead-Reitan Neuropsychological Battery in the differential diagnosis of dementia, major depression, and general neurological impairment. Orthogonal contrasts between groups showed superior performance for depressives on most Halstead-Reitan subtests. Contrasts between organically impaired groups showed that these groups did not differ significantly (p >.05) on any of the Halstead-Reitan subtests. A step-wise discriminant analysis indicated that on the basis of neuropsychological variables alone, demented patients were differentiated from elderly depressed with clinical levels of accuracy. However, when neurologically impaired and demented patients were considered together in a single group reflecting organic impairment, hits increased dramatically. The results were discussed in terms of their implications for differentially diagnosing dementia and depression in the elderly.